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for which be came- into the world.” 
Theſe are indeed important ſubjects, worthy 
the cloſelt! Attention 0: of the human mind, being 
matters in which we are very elſentially con- 
cerned, an 1 on the rl ut khov Hedge of which 
our Prope r conduct 3 h ifs witer depends. 
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Fou to lay aſide all prejudice, 
I Tftall offer on this head to the en ae 
Au of an unbiaſed judgment. Let your own 
flaculties be employed honeſtly in the ſearch 
after «hd Hiker of trutkł; And dne u 
buave once found it, let no man deprive you 
of it by artful ſophiſtry, or empty/ declamation. 
A little knowledge of a man's own acquiring, 


| © js preferable to a load of learned lunber, col- 


lecdel from chat hos of pin unt add traffidny * 
of Senad, divinity and metaphifical ſpecula- 
tion, which have long perplexed mankind | 
1 | A information. 
In order to pave the way for the illuſtration 
of the ſubjects under conſideration, I ſhall firſt 
beg leave to make a few brief rematks en the 
4 Deity, whoſe ſacred name and attributes ha 
bees a{perſed,, may J nor. ſay, Er) prophane "= i 


by vugar notions reſpe. ing the fall of nun, 
his. redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and the. zerms of 
future ſalvation,” CIS! 1 


= "God is a being of ancttevmkerlbes a 
wh and inherently poſſeſſes the natural attributes of 
'Y omnipoteuce, omnipreſence, and neceſſary underived 

exiſtence, and is the firſt cauſe. and author of all 
other beings that exiſt. Theſe are his natural. 
incommunicable attributes, without which he 


eld not be God. Hence ariſe the more excel. 
* 


er ide wüſe m in den dere, ; 1 muſt k 


| lent anc amiable * irate of is, 25 
"3 the. „ne, Mercy, oogneſs, and, truth, whi 
be: allo. polſeſſes in their utmoſt poſſible per- 
e fecti tion. It would be needleſs for me to attempt 
| 2 proof « of 1 this definition of the Deity, becauſe 
ou Il as mont other. | Chriltians, allow it 
to be jul; although. Jett, ag well as many E 
zhoſe, a 
ſions Pte theſe 2 -evident Principle. 8 
evident 1 call them, becauſe ro fuppoſe 1 
ey, would be a manifeſt abfurgity. 
Is it not firange, Sir, that in this enlightened 
: age: and i in oppoſition to priqciples. fo ſo well 
Founded, men ſhould hold it as a fundam 
article of their faith, that, © * the fn of our 2 
parents in paradiſi ſhould be imputed 10 all thitr 
deſcendants, and that all mankind art concluded 
under wrath, and the ſentence of erernal death, 
en account of Adam's original tranſerefſion | * 
1 In, order to reconcile this irreconciledble e | 
*ople with the, juſtice, and merey of 'God, they 5 
Hare framed another hypotheſis, which F reflects 
equal dihonour on. thoſe excellent attributes. 
After having repreſented| him as acting the part 
of an unrelenting tyrant towards the human 
race, and at epmity with all mankind, for an 
offence committed prior to their exiſtence, and 
which conſequently they could not be in the 
leaſt concerned in, or. accountable for; they 
have ſuppoſed. that nothing leſs than the death 
12 ol Chriſt, | the 1 innocent immaculate Son Gen, 


ppear to have formed erroneous concly= 5 
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0] witting, on. | account . . that | great jo "Face het, t 


„ the rule of his actions. 
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puniſhment due to fallen man. "But that a ; 
God of the moſt perfect equity Would afflict 

the innocent for t the fins of the 2 5. or place 
the. tighteouſneſs of brit to the credit of un- 


righteous. map, is obviouſly. irreconcileable with 


„ 


the nature. and attributes of F im whoſe ways 
are equal, He who. hath decl; ed, chat 4. be 


ay. 1 


e "viſe 12 iniquities of the . athers upon the 


childre 1 55 , will not puniſh us for che tranſ reſ- 


” 2 'of "our. firſt Parents, He who hath * alſo 


| 8 | 
his veracity by ſuch an act of injultice. "He - 


bar the rod of. the wicked Hall not 
back of the innocent,” could not forfeit 


%* wn... 


who hath.. declared, that * the ri 7¹ igbrebujneſs 0) | tbe . 
righteous. Gall be pon 1 n him, and the” wickedneſs 


| the wicked Hall be - upd ® Bm „ cannot, « 


ſiſtent, with niz wiſgem, Taltice, and gerate, 
transfer che rewards and puniſhments due to 
each from one to the other. ; 10 ſuppoſe this, 
would. be indeed to \ ſtrip him of his moſt ex- 
cellent moral attributes 7 juſtice, mercy, and 
, goodneſs, and to repreſent him as an arbitrary 
Hrant, or Abs atic monarch, whoſe mere will was 

God being infinitely happy i in hilar; prigr 
to all creation, could have no motive to the 
creation of man, o or any other "pot of intel. 
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"This berevoledes'ex | 


7 ee intimate union wih >Hie 

2 (the Father of ſpirits) to all eternity depended. 

Adam was thus created, and placed in a ſtate 

of innocence, freedpm; and Happineſs, herein 

th he aud bis poſterity might have'eternally 
enjayed ſweet + intercourſe; with . engelic| ſpirits 

and an heavenly communion with their. God in 

- oy 155 Was ne ae acer or 


| — e ects 1 Lion dal. 
greſnon 4 . In the day that thou eateft"of the tree 
of Knowledge of good and evil, thou ſbalt ſurely 
die. Or, in other words; . Thou ſnnalt and 
muſt feel the effects of thy tranſgreſſion, by 
becoming mortal, and thereby ſubject to the 
influence of thoſe: elements, over which thou 
now beareſt rule and dominion. Thy organs 

of ſenſation will become groſs by partaking 
that forbidden fruit, the medium of commu—ꝛ 
nication between thyſelf and me; the ſource of 
thy kappinels: will be thereby obſtructed, and 
thou 
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wi [> = 22 diving an abut 7 


other free Beings; ſo Adam could be no ſurety 


for his offspring yet unbor 
4 poſſibly extend to any other than himſelj. 


on lags Irs 
their tranſgreſſion way 


Denen de a wo aivegnorr 14 


nor could his goik 


—Bot you object, that, ben and Boe 


Wen e "they could 2 10 "offering" out 


Fallen alſo arid in e you 


aſk me in the words of ſcripture, Vo can 


Bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing! or, 


Can pure fireams iſſue from an impure foun- 


will admit the abſurd ſuppoſition of Adam's 
begetting the _ ſouls, as well as the Bodies of his 
— This, I think, is too irrational a 
argc 


tain?” I anſwer, No, certainly z but nothing 
is hereby gained to your advantage, unleſs you 
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ES See Adam gave being ouly. 
| pature, and could not with propriety be termed. 


= draun from K u Flladious.” 


a a n „ 


eee 


oh - an lnelligent 8, e a. a” metfe 4 5 


4 man. Thus mankind, in the proper actepta - 
tion of the term, could not be Hrrams of that 
in part fountain, Mes} AFRO 


This immaterial, "bin ng, mee Lak 
thing, which we call the ſoul, appears to be a 
ſpark (if 1 may be allowed the expreſſion) or 

emanation of the divine effence, as was ams 
out when breathed into him by God himſelf, 
an indiviſible principle of life, and is united to 
the zuman form by the Deity, when it is arrived 


at ſufficient maturity for the exertion of its 


powers in ſenſitive and moral action. If then 
it be allowed (and to deny it would be a mani- 


feſt abſurdity). that the rational ſoul proceeds 


immediately from God, the Father of all ſpirits, 
then it follows, that at the moment of its union 
with the body, it comes out of the hands of its 

Creator pure and perfef? in irs kind, as Adam's 
was when it was breathed into him by God 
bimſelf in paradiſe. Nothing that is imme 
diately derived from a Pure and perfert Being, 
oa be impure and — in its kind, If the 

ſouls 


E — T deen pon. 


FRG 2 11 Aae 20 k- Wh. - | 
perh u will aſk me of, FI 3 
.come all int the world thus 

and innocents; how. come i it, that: they all fil. "ON 
= him i in the path of te 7 and are alli 5 1 
: volued i in. bis puniſoment ?.* « 1 
BY - anſwer, That being N with 7 A "og 3 
| they abuſe t cir liberty as. Adam did bis by the 
commiſſion of evil, and are involved i in a ſimi- 
lar puniſnment to his, becauſe they have fol. 
lowed bim in perſonal diſobedience. . 1 
Tou will then aſk, << Whether Adam's falt 
did not occaſion « a degeneracy in human nature; and 
 whyis there ſuch 4 an apparent Propenſi ty in children. 
150 evil, before they are capable of exerciſing their 
rational faculties ?”* . To this I anſwer, that the 
vehicle or Body which we inherit from Adam, 1 is 
without doubt fallen and degene rated from the 
primitive excellence of the original body i in para- 
daiſe; the frream in this caſe being like the 
fountain, the fruit like the tree. And as the 
ſtructure and temperature of the ſenſitive or- 
gans (which in this ſtate of being are a kind of 


veitment or W to the ſoul) is greatly diſ- 
ordered 
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terreſtrial appetites, and neglect of the duties 
of its ſtation; all which, in other words, is ffn. 
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5 5 odors His its LNG 1 it is no FI 1 
With me but that the /enl is thereby greatly 
bobſtructed in its views, more cloſely fettered is 


and influenced by corporeal abjeAs, a nd inclined 


1 to yield Wals ſollicitation of paſſions enkindled 
1 0 by nümerous external cauſes 3 by which its at- 


tention is diverted from its only laſting good, 


and excited to an undue gratification of its 


Thus far, and no farther, do I think the fall 


of Adam affected his poſterity. For it is highly 
irrational to ſuppoſe that God would make an 


innocent and pure ſpirit the object of his wrath, 


(as is affirmed by you) for the tranſgreſſion of 
its firſt parent, which it could neither prevent 
nor be a party in. Viriue and vice are eternally. 


diſtinct, and the opplicariver of them fes per- 


ſonal. 


They naturally produce 47 e | 


hape or unhappineſs, in whomſoever they 
are found, but are not 7ransferable from one 


perſon to another in the ſight of Him who 
judgeth righteouſly in the caerh, Sin naturally 
incurs puniſhment in whomſoever commits it; 
or elſe Juſtice would be but a name. Mercy 


remits that puniſhment which fri juſtice calls 


for, when the ſinner by repentance and amend- 
ment of life becomes the proper object of it, 
But to impure the virtue or vice of one Being 


. to other Beings, in which they are not inhe- 
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. is N to bated theſe axefibutes * BE 
E 20 I * digs! Adem a had peed 
perſonal and afual tranſgreſſion broke the divine 
command, then, and not till ben, they became 
the proper objects of divine reſentment, and 
obnoxious to juſt puniſhment... Then, and not 
till chen, the Deity manifeſted the tokens. of his 


with them on the juſtice of their puniſhment. 
This was ſtrikingly exemplified in God's ex- 

g poſtulation with Cain, on his complaining. that 

his offering. was not accepted. Mark the an- 

ſwer, for it conveys very important inſtruction. 

« If thou badjt done well, thou ( Cain) ſbouldſt have 

been accepted; but fin, (thine own fin) or the con- 


ſequence thereof, puniſhment lieth at thy door.” 
Thou, Cain, art not rejected on account of thy 


father Adam's tranſgreſſion; no, but ſolely on 
account of thy own. Thus it is with all man- 
kind. God is unchangeable in his nature, and 
righteous in all his diſpenſations. We are not 
| ſinners by inberizance, neither are we the objects 
of puniſhment till we have aftually fined in our 
oven perſons. | 
It is from theſe and other reaſons,: (I FIR 
not) that the Quakers in particular have with 
great juſtice denied that the ſin of Adam is 
imputed to his poſterity, Their principles in 
this 18 appear to me ſtrictly conſiſtent with 
the 
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ett; or to — and puniſh. in ; alata 8 


diſpleaſure to them, and graciouſly expoſtulated 


— 


9 + nature - of as. 5 8 
worthy idea we can form of Him Who has 


formed all his intelligent creation to enjoy tbe 


bleſſed rewards of a glorious. zm, and 9 5 
celebrate his praiſe for ever.. . 


In the next place, I am to a your 


| dofrine'of a Clrif, whom you maintain to be 
equal with God, nay. the very Gad. Tou alſo 


ſay, that Chriſt has taken the fins of the whole 
world upon himſelf, and made an adequate ſa- 
tisfaction to the Father for all their offences; 


and by having in their ſtead fulfilled the divine 
law, in a life of perfect unfailing obedience, his 
nig bieouſueſs is imputed to mankind, and has pro- 
cured for them a reverſion of that ſentence 
under which they lay, and the reward of life 


eternal to all who Believe in him. Or, in other 
words, That he was puniſhed for our tranſ- 


greſſions that by bis death and ſufferings he 
6 made atonement for Us; and that by virtue of 
| bis merits and righteouſneſs imputed to us we 


can alone be ſaved—That bis "righteouſneſs: , 
being complete in itſelf, what is called good: 
works in us, are entirely unavailable to our fu- 
ture happineſs, This is an alleviating remedy ' 
for a wounded conſcience z but I fear it will be 
inſufficient to heal it, or to ſtand the teſt in 
that awful day of diſcovery and deciſion, which 
is haſtily approaching. I mall conſider theſe 


in their order. | 
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7 is aden from numerous texts of „ 


tore, containing expreſſions dropt by himſelf 6 
When he as manifeſted: in a body of fleſy. e | 
Se John v. 19, 22; ch. vill, 293 vi 
s 53 vide ch. iv. 345 ch. vi. a8 f ch. xiv. 31 3 
Mat. xxviii, 183 and many others that do not 
now occur to my memoty. ie rs 
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- Secondly, To ſay that l be A; Being 
equal to the Father, is in other words to lay, 
that there are o ſupreme Beings / which Fa ö 


ſtroys the firſt principle in religion, viz. * 


unity of God, and is in itſelf highly abſurd. 
It is therefore evident to a eee e 


| that as Chriſt could not be Cod himſelf, and as 
15 mu cari be no medium. between an uncreated 


a created Being, es Chriſt muſt Ay 50. | 
che latte. * 
But although created, yet 1 think i it not "a 


Deer to ſuppoſe him prior in point of dura- 


, and ſuperior in power and excellence to, 


any 3 rank of intelligence whatſoeyer;, We 
are told in the ſacred text, that he was above 
all principalities and powers, thrones and domi - 
nions in the heavenly hierarchy ; one, to whom 
the ſpirit of God was given without meaſure, 


and who was anointed of God an high-prieſt for 

ever, not after the law of a carnal command- 5 

ment, but after the power of an endleſs life. 
Chriſt was (if I may be allowed the expreſ- 


a) the infirument of the Deity i in creating the 
ä you... 


= ſammationofcerreſtria chings, * judge the world 


A . „ 


ji righteouſneſs i and then, as the apoſtle de- 
cid, « deliver up the kingdow to the Fan, 
5. ind God ſpall le all in all” +. | 
If any ſhould object or ohink” I 3 et the 
character of Chriſt in to lo a light, 1 muſt 
entreat ſuch to conſider that it caunot be exalted 
bigher, without breaking i in upon the awful cha. 
racter of the ans firſt cauſe of all, which ought | 
always to be conſidered as infioirely. beyond all 
compariſon and equality. . = 
Io blend the character of the ſupreme God 
with that of any other being, or to ſuppoſe any 
other Being egual, is blaſphemy. For if it were 
poſſible that there could be any equality between 
Cod and any other Being, it would immediately 
deſtroy his ſupremacy, and he would ceaſe to be 
God, The evident tendency of ſuch-a doctrine 


is to introduce Polytheiſm and idolatry, by de- 


ſtroying the unity of God, and dividing that 
tribute of worſhip and adoration which 3 is due to 
him alone. 
If any other Being could be * to God, 
then he cannot be the firſt cauſe of all things, 
and all Beings, becauſe there is not any: Being 
that can produce another Being equal to itſelf. 
The created never can poſſeſs the ſame degree 
of perfection, power, and excellence, as the crea- 
tor, between hom and the moſt perfect created 
Being there is doubtleſs a an infinite diſtance in 
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NE - whe 12 0 lies 5; 3=a Mſn 105 > lb _ 

Sy ling: Progreſſion of all the innumerable”. 15 
© gradations of exiſtence, toward h pe eli 5 
- | thafſ never be able to fill uz. 

By the term Cbhriſt, I underſtand the rbk ori 
of all creation, the Logos, or word, or that uni- 
verſal ſaving principle of light, intelligence, and 
divine | ife, which God has implanted in the 

hearts of all mankind, to be their only ſufficient = 

teacher, leader, and inſtroctor in 1 the _ * 5 
righteouſneſs. mo FS: Ha 

Jalſo apprehend him to have been that 4. 
vine perſon, (to ſpeak after the manner of men) 
who called to Adam in paradiſe, who commu- 
nicated the law to him with its ſolemn ſanctions, - 
and who, after he had broke this law, denounced 
1 the puniſhment due to his tranſgreſſion, — 
It was doubtleſs this divine perſon, or word, 
made viſible in a celeſtial vehicle, that appeared 
to Moſes on mount Sinai, and ſpoke to him face 
to face; — that marched before the people, and 
wrought all thoſe miracles in the land of Egypt; 
that appeared to Abraham in the plains of 
Mamre ; — that was ſeen of Jacob at Bethel, and 
by many of the prophets in ſucceeding ages. 5 
But after the breach of that divine commu- 
nion between God and man, of which he 
(Chriſt) was the alone medium; be, in order to 
5 reſtore that communion, condeſcended, in the 
fulneſs of time, to become vj/dle, in a body of © 


Lale, 1 to the infirmities of human 3 , 
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: in "Oy to evince the, as of. a „ 
: obedience to the divine law. Therefore when 
mwmankiod had, through a multitude of tranſ- 
greſſions, groſs idolatry, and profligate, vice, 
ſo injured their mental faculties, ſo debaſed their 
reaſon, or buried it in ſenſuality, that it became + 
inſufficient to anſwer the prime end and purpoſe 
of their Being, then it pleaſed God, to ſend 
his Son into the world, for the help and refora- 
_ tion of all thoſe who believed in and obeyed 
him. In him was exhibited, in a viſible and 
lacal manner, that lat, ward, or divine princi- 
ple of /ight and truth, which had been meaſura- 
bly placed in mens hearts from the beginning. 
He became in that mode of exiſtence (when 
his more excellent glory was veiled under the 
appearance of a man) ſuch a perfect unfailing 
pattern of obedience and holineſs to mankind, 
as never had been exhibited to the world. He 
did, in bis own perſon, put an end to in, and 
eſtabliſhed the righteouſneſs of an everlaſting 
covenant, in order that by and through the 
influence of bis ſpirit, that great and glorious 
end might be univerſally obtained in the earth. 6 
I likewiſe believe and readily grant, that it 6 
is only by and through the influence. and ai- 
ſiſtance of Him as a principle in the hearts of 
men, that they can work out their own ſalva- 
tion, and inherit the kingdom of God. In 
this lenſe it way be truly; ſaid (by a figure of 
ſpeech) 
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N fpench) 0 chal TH ü e ls a 8 
he is be way, the truth, and the life w hbe 
moor into the ſheepfold ; and that * mat w 
cometh 10 the Father but by and t 5 
by and through the alliſtanee of 2 kt, 
ſpirit, as an active principle in their hearts, © 
which wherever it is fubmittec to, leads into 


that is, 


all truth, and to he am * _ n og 4 


p pineſs. 9 05 


The ſufferings of Chit os bade abt 


on the croſs, when ** Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabac-' 


than?” was his mournful language, were merely 
the ſufferings of his humanity, and not of his 


. divinity. They were doubtleſs neceſſary from 
his union with that vehicle of fleſh, and intended 


to evince to mankind the poſſibiliry of a ſoul's 
ſuſtaining (when influenced by him as a princi- 
ple of life and ſtrength) the moſt aggravated 
weight of human calamity, without ſinking 
under it. It likewiſe ſets forth the efficiency of 


his power, on all thoſe who rely thereon; to 


bear and overcome that puniſhment and temp- 
tation, which the Almighty, in the courſe of 


his providence, might permit to attend them 


for their greater refinement from all impurity; 
This is evident, and generally acknowledged. 
For notwithſtanding the /ufferings and death of 

Chriſt, or even his all. perfect righteouſneſs, who- 


| ſoever continues in the practice of An, without 


perſonal repentance, * ae of h fe, can 
have 
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bew no out claim to the mercy. « of — 

80 that big. ſufferings and death can have ho 

4 on  obftinate impenitent ſinners, . who are 
uetfyung him afreſb in their hearts, inſtead > ET 

1 ying. hold on V him 3 as. a means appointed of 

God far e e 1 himſelf . Nor can 5 

receive ; ANY. advantage from that great 

ſacrihiee, till they return to Bim, by forſaking - 

. their fins, and complying with thoſe unchange · 
able terms f ſalvation, which ever did and 
ever will render men the proper objects of * 

mercy of God in a future tate, 

« Chriſt in the fleſh manifeſted an example of . 
perfect obedience. to the ſacred law of God, 
which is the ſame throughout. all ages of 3H 

- world, He. came. not to publiſh a ne goſpel, 

hut to ; republi 74 that which was from the begin. - 
ping : Not to call the righteous (thoſe who had 

obeyed the law written in their hearts) but An- 8 

ners (thoſe who had diſobeyed or neglected that 

_ law) 40, repentance and amendment of life. 

Hle was, and ſtill is, a, teacher, a guide, and ex- 

ample to men, and as a principle in the human 

| mind. is leading and guiding thoſe who receive 

and obey him, into all truth He is unto them 
the power of God unto ſalvation ;*—the pro- 
curing cauſe of that falyation, which they thro! 
his aſſiſtance are capable inheriting by a life 

of obedience and virtue; and the alone me- 

dium through which me 7 pproach the Fa- 


. AE. 


ther, and gain an admittance into the celeſtial 


kingdom, of reſt and peace. 858 
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Expre Tons in the 5 t is 
aid, | that in Ihe end of all things,” be (Cui, 


* all in 2 3* 

that the great 630 c 

ſalvation of al Lane 

in ſome future zeriod of eternity? | 
"This ! is an event Which every go 
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- wiſh may take place; in event, in 

| pation of which Virtue triy mphs, WO 

fervent, glow of delight "overſpreads the 

of a * ON F i a9 . a . 
The ſuppoſition is not imp. Mble; Y r is n 

improbable, aay, is it not moſt conſiſtei 
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the beſt ideas we can form of a God perfect 
wiſdom and goodneſs; who hath declared, th 
he willeth not the everlaſting deſtruction of 
creatures, and whoſe tender mereies are ove 
all his works? BEN eee 


eat. 
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